August 11, 2010

Adrian Garcia, 
Project Manager

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

Mickey Siegel

Project Director

SunZia Southwest Transmission Project

Dear Mr. Garcia and Mr. Siegel:
The attached PDF document is the electronic version of the physical document that you received on Wednesday, July 28, 2010 in San Manuel, Arizona from Cascabel Working Group representatives. We will also be sending a copy of this letter and the PDF DEIS document to the recipient list below. Some of them will receive hard copies as well.

Thank you again for your invitation to contribute to the Draft EIS.

*

On January 13, 2010, the Cascabel Working Group (CWG) hosted a meeting with the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), their consultant, Environmental Planning Group (EPG), and a wide range of nongovernmental organizations and concerned citizens. The meeting’s purpose was to review proposed SunZia Southwest Transmission Project routes through the San Pedro River Valley (SPRV). At the close of that meeting Adrian Garcia, BLM Project Manager, and Mickey Siegel, Project Director for the BLM’s consultant, EPG, invited CWG to submit contributions to the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the San Pedro routes. Attached is the complete report of those findings.

The CWG report documents the unique attributes of the lower San Pedro River Valley, the only extensive, unfragmented and intact landscape in the desert Southwest that also contains a major free-flowing river. The report discusses the importance of landscape connectivity and the negative environmental impacts of fragmentation. As per NEPA guidelines, it details the direct, indirect and cumulative impacts of transmission lines and their service roads on SPRV birds, fish, mammals, reptiles, plants and waters.

Our findings conclude that any fair and reasonable application of NEPA statutes would determine SunZia routes passing through the San Pedro River Valley (SPRV) to be objectionable on environmental grounds. We appreciate your taking the time to review this document. 

Sincerely,

Pearl Mast and Chet Phillips

Cascabel Working Group – Co-chairs

Cc: 

Paul Trenter

Project Manager

ptrenter@epgaz.com 

Linwood Smith

Wildlife Biologist

lsmith@epgaz.com 

Tom Wray

SunZia Project Manager

twray@southwesternpower.com 
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SunZia Environmental Manager
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Mark Etherton

Project Engineer
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Real Property Manager

mbailey@southwesternpower.com 

Lori Schleier

Land Planning and Entitlements
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Cindy Bailey

CBailey@southwesternpower.com 
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